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The Standards Act 1988 states that a reference made to a Standard in any Act, regulation,
or bylaw refers to the latest edition of that Standard. However section 23 of the Act
also makes an exception where the context otherwise requires. Under the Resource
Management Act 1991:

(@)

Where a New Zealand Standard is incorporated by reference into a national
environmental standard or national policy statement, such as the New Zealand
Coastal Policy Statement, and that Standard is amended or replaced, the amended
or replacement Standard has legal effect as part of the national environmental
standard, or policy statement only if the Minister for the Environment publishes a
notice in the New Zealand Gazette giving it legal effect; and

Where a New Zealand Standard is incorporated into an operative or proposed
regional or district plan by reference and that Standard is amended or replaced,
the amended or replacement Standard only has legal effect as part of the plan
if a variation or change to that plan is made which states that the amended or
replacement Standard has legal effect.

Further, the Environment Court has held that where a New Zealand Standard has been
cited in a condition of resource consent, the relevant version of that Standard, and the
relevant version of any other Standards referred to in that Standard, are the versions
current at the time the consent was granted.

Commentary

If this were not the case, Resource Management Act documents could be altered, not by
the appropriate planning authority and processes provided by the Resource Management
Act, but by the Standards Council and its processes under the Standards Act.

REVIEW OF STANDARDS

Suggestions for improvement of this Standard will be welcomed. They should be sent to
the Chief Executive, Standards New Zealand, Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140.
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FOREWORD

This Standard covers the management of noise for new or altered roads. It is intended
to be:

(@) A relevant matter to take into account when exercising functions and powers
under the Resource Management Act, including when making decisions or
recommendations in relation to resource consents, outline plans, and designations;
and

(b) A Standard which could be incorporated by reference into national environmental
standards, national policy statements such as the New Zealand Coastal Policy
Statement, and plans prepared under the Resource Management Act.

This Standard has been developed to fulfil an identified need for formal guidance on
methods and criteria for the measurement, prediction, assessment, and mitigation of
noise from new or altered roads.

This Standard includes recommended noise criteria to be applied to noise from new or
altered roads received at the assessment positions of protected premises and facilities.

The Standard provides guidance on the methods and criteria for the measurement,
assessment, prediction, and mitigation of road-traffic noise from new or altered roads,
including in appropriate circumstances noise received indoors.

The Laeq(ean) Unit is established as the preferred metric for the assessment of road-traffic
noise in New Zealand. Lanax Criteria are not included in this Standard because road
controlling authorities do not have direct control over individual vehicle noise.

This Standard does not cover noise from:

(a) Individual (noisy) vehicles — other laws and regulations control these vehicles;
and

(b)  Existing roads that are not being altered.

OUTCOME STATEMENT
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This Standard will assist road controlling authorities, developers, and consent authorities
to manage the effects of road-traffic noise from new and altered roads through the
provision of consistent procedures and requirements for the measurement, prediction,
assessment, and mitigation of such noise.

This will help to achieve quicker and consistent decision-making nationally.
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NEW ZEALAND STANDARD

Acoustics — Road-traffic noise -
New and altered roads

1 SCOPE

1.1

1.2

GENERAL

1.1.1

This Standard recommends noise criteria to be applied to road-traffic noise from new or
altered roads received at the assessment position(s) of protected premises and facilities
(PPFs). This Standard does not apply to existing roads.

The noise criteria are intended to address the adverse effects of road-traffic noise on
people. Land-use planning is the preferred method of avoiding these effects. Where
this is impracticable the Standard sets out procedures and methods for the prediction,
measurement and assessment, and guidelines for mitigation of road-traffic noise in
accordance with the duty to adopt the best practicable option.

This Standard is intended to be used primarily by local authorities, and road controlling
authorities, as well as developers who are constructing or altering roads as part of a
subdivision or land-use development. The Environment Court and Boards of Inquiry
may also take the Standard into account when considering applications and notices
or requirement for major transport projects. The Standard seeks to promote consistent
decision-making on road-traffic noise in the design of new and altered roads.

This Standard is intended to be suitable for citing in planning and policy documents
prepared under the Resource Management Act (RMA) as the basis for measurement,
prediction, assessment, and mitigation of noise from new and altered roads and for the
guidelines within the Standard to be applied in the formulation of RMA plan content, and
conditions of designations and resource consents.

The criteria in this Standard are intended to aid in the design of new and altered roads
by setting reasonable criteria for the road-traffic noise from new or altered roads taking
into account health issues associated with noise, the effects of relative changes in noise
levels on people and communities, and the potential benefits of new and altered roads to
people and communities.

APPLICATION

1.2.1

1.2.2

Subject to the limitations set out in 1.3, this Standard applies to all new and altered roads
as defined in 2.2, and assessed in accordance with section 7.

This Standard establishes the following principles:

(a) New and altered roads shall be designed and constructed so that noise effects are
mitigated to a reasonable level in accordance with the provisions of this Standard
and in particular the criteria in section 6;

(b) Planning and designing new and altered roads should be undertaken so that external
levels of road noise are kept at reasonable levels at as many PPFs as is consistent
with the adoption of the best practicable option for noise mitigation; and
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